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aholic Action gppeasto people of dl agesand conditionsof life. It is
an Asodation for lay people and consequently its god is to foder,
support and deveop the lay vocation of both adultsand youths

Evidently-for children and youth in patticular - it is a Osgool of lay
vocationsOwherein they can get to know the Lord personally o that
they may be ableto ansver to his call and discaer his love. Like the
aposles, the firg disciplesand the numberlessnen and women,who
in the Church were and are witnessesf this love, they continuebeing
witnesses in the @ydyy life situations wherthe Lod calls them.

Gradualy, through IFCA commitment, a Youth Coordination was
sé up with the aim of promaing medings of CA youth and helping
CA to be proposedo the youth in the variouscountrieswhee CA is
egablished and in those wieeit is being seup.

Since the time when it was st up, IFCA has aways given specia
atention to youth participation. Through the setting up of a Youth
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Coordination group, it meansto intensifyits efforts in this direction
andto encoungeyouthsto beactiwelyinvolvedin IFCA. Howeer, one
must pay attention not to make this sructure too complicated for
obvious oganizational and economigasons.

After various adtivities with the youth in Europe and America, young
repreentatives of some CA assodations of the world had the opportunity
to medt together duringthe WYD in Cologne. This gave them the oppor-
tunity to plan a symbolic gep together in the etablishment of this Youth
Coordinaion: an internationd pilgrimage of CA youth to the Holy Land.

This issueof Newsldter speak@aboutwhathappenedheselag few
years between Cologne and the Holy Land. Insde there is a leaflet
which gives specific information about the different gages when the
youth paticipated in IFCA initiatives.
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CA Youth: who ar e they?

In replying to this quedion it is enough to think of Manud Mordes
Sdvador Lara Puente, David Rodan Lara, Fergorgo Frassti, Alberto
Marvdli, Pina Quriano, AntoniaMedna, Ivan Merz Marcd Cal™, Pierina
Morosni, Cedilia Eusepi, Nilde Guerra, Paola Renata Carboni, Egdio
Bulles, Benedetta Bianchi Porro, Marietta Gioia, Maria Carmeina
Leone, Maria Magro. These are the young CA members who have been
dedared saints blessed and venerable. They are orma Oyoung people
who showed a gpecid zd for the Church, a zed which gpans centuries
and may even bringto martyrdom.

At thistime, when CA in Itayiscdebratiingits 140th anniversary, it is
nice to point out that jug two young men, Mario Fani and Giovanni
Acquaderni, @ame upOwith the idea of Catholic Action and aroused a
leaven which eventually soread in different parts of Europe and even
crosd the oceansreaching asfar as America, Africaand Ada

ThroughIFCA Youth Coordination, we hopeto beableto highlight
the contribution which the youth gae in the sdting up of CA in the
different countries,and which contribution they cangiwe today to CA
whid is renevingitselfin somary countriesor is goingto bese up in
SO0 many ecclesiakalities.

These saints who have grown within this Asodation, are the mog
beautiful tegimony that life can be lived to the full even at ayoung age.
They show that youth is not jug a trandtory period in life but that
during this period one can reach the pesk of holiness. Not only this
They are ds0 an evidence of the fullness the intensty, the liveliness, and
the regpongbility which the young people experiencein CA. It isthrough
this experience that they can attain holiness Generoudy and fredy, they
lead an evangdic life and oread the good news of the Gospd in the pla
ceswherethey live. With their way of living, they areliving answersto the
gquedionsraised by thered life eppeddly in youth pheres

Faithful to the intuition which led the two young men Fani and
Acquaderni,CA youthsfoger a grong zealfor the Church. Their dest
reisto seea Church, asJesuslreamtof, sothat therein all youngpec
ple may feelwelcomed.Their link with their own local Church, with
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their own territory and with the peoplewho live, hopeand sufer the-
rein, helpsd rouse and in@ase in them their zeal the Chuch.

Their love for the Church spurs them on to be evangdlizers. They
announce the Risen Chrig in the different places where they live. Their
choices, their way of life in the locd and goba redities where they are
cdled to live their faith, are dl ingired by the Gospd. In evangdic terms
thismeansmodelingtheir liveson Chrid.

They are zedlous young people who are (orotagonistsQ) that is capable
to participate actively in their communities in their countries in sodd
and avil spheres To prepare themsdves for this active participation, CA
youth undertake to follow a formationfprogramme based on the Word of
God, on persona and liturgical prayer and on the catechism of the
Churdh. They prepare themsavesto read what ishappening around them
in the light of the Gospd, to pay atention to culture, to be well prepared
for confrontation and didogue. It do fodersin them alove for gudy and
urgesthem to sHf-gving These formative itineraries are desgned in away
0 asto hdp in the devdopment of each individud young member in a
group, in aparish and in the Church both at nationd and universd levd.
Soedd attention isgven to the different agegroups to the different Sages
of life vocationa choices work, soda and politicd commitment; to the
intergenerational relations, to dialogue with young people of other
Asodations other Chrigian confessons other rdigonsand cultures

CA isagft which the Church presentsto the young generations and
CA youth areagft to the Church and to CA, dl theworld over.

It would be 0 niceif each CA youth could repest a phrasewhich aCA
youth ssid some years back: we should do our best Qo live afull life and
not smply to surviveOboth as individuas and as an asociation. We
should am a thisin our particular redities in the many redities soread
dl over theworld: to be CA youth in Mexico, Burundi, Rumania, in the
Holy Land... We should answer to our cal and live as co+esponsble
young people, living our lay vocation in a gecific way and paint it with
those particular colours which belong to the different latitudes of the
world wherewelive.

llaria Vellani

National Vice-President of the Italian Catholic Action

Youth Sector



From Cologne 2005 to Jerusalem

The First W orld Meeting
of CA Youth in Cologne

InternationalYouth Days are meantto give youngpeoplethe oppoitunity to
shae patt of Otheifjourney throughlifeOwith young peoplefrom other coun
tries and cultwes, b experience being a Chdr;, that is a unigrsal community

During WYD 2005in Cologne there wasanaher speciabppointment the
international meeting of Catholic Action Youth. This was held on the 17th
Augus 2005in the church dedicaedto SanKarl BorromSusThe themecdho-
senfor this meding was:Pilgrimsfpeacandunity ThelFCA groupresponsible
for the Youth Coordination togeher with the Italian CA youth invited young
CA membes for this meding. This wasattendedby aboutsix hundred youths
fromten different countriesnamely Argentina,ltaly, Malta, Mexico, Rumania,
Spain, Switzerland, Holy Land, @dkre and ¥nezuela.

During this meding, the CA youth hadthe oppottunity to mee andto ge
to know one anaher. It wasthe firg occasiorwhenthey could shae a small
pait of their journey togeher. Somespole abouttheir experienceandbore wit-
nesgo the sens®f beingyoungpilgrimsof peaceand unity in their own coun
triesthrough slides,songsand literature. This gae a very intereging picture,
interwoven with tegimonieshby young Chrigtians, involved in their own local
realitiesand consciouf the cultural missionof their associationlt wasalso
an evidence of their desib be messengeof hope.

The references made during the meeting were 0 varied. Some quoted
Dante, others spole aboutthe Mexicanmatrtyrs, the Ukrainiansquoted their
founder while the Spaniards gawe their message through their catchy songs
H.E. Msgr Francescd.ambiasi,Genenl BishopAssisant of the ICA and of
IFCA, aswell asthe Auxiliary Bishopof Nazaeth, Giacinio Marcuzzoaccom
paniedthe group. Colognewasin factthe firs sep towardsthe International
Pilgrimagedr CA Youths b the Holy Land, in Janug20dQ.

Until then, we will let usbeguidedby the wordsaddiessedby the Vaticanll
Fathers to the young people: e your hearts be enlarged acoording to the world®
dimensions
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A message to CA youth all over the world
after the meeting in Cologne

We have gone to Cologne Oto adore HimO

Themeding arganizad by IFCA in Cdogne braught together omany CA yauth framall
ove thewarld. They godke abaut ther eqparience as pilgimsin thar oan traditions from
the pant o view o ther Churdh, ther culture and ther higary. It was a very inpartant
higarical oocadon asit westhefird megting of IFCAGyauths fram Arganting, Venerda,
Ukraine (UYC), Rumenia (ASTRU and las CA), Meda, Swain, Malta, Switzaland
(Lugano CA) and a largenumbe of diocesan CA assdationsfram I taly.

LiketheMagi,we all arrivedin Cologn&fomafar, bringingvith usdiffeentgits.
Weall tookwithustheanxigesandhopesfourassociatioaadof ourcountrie§Ve
went though a time ofense dialogueygrand friendship.

Mary of us asll @nd then, tér Cologne?0

- It soorbecamelearthat ourjourng togtherdid nd endthee butratherfor CA
youth,Cologneasthedart ofa nav journgtogther Theewe shagdandundetood
thebeautythejoy andthefraternityof ourbeing@nassociatiafsomary CA goups
from different parts of the world. Now, thanks to the OFCA Youth Coardinating
GroupOoptther w can be Opilgrims of peace and unityO in ouhiesal Chur

- Fdlowing the proposal by Pada Bignardi, the coordinator of IFCA Saordtariat, in
Colognee gae eab ctheran appointmento metagainasOpilgrimsf peacand
unityGn JerusalemnthelstJanuar2007. In hermessaglenvitedusto meeOb
piay for peacdp shav ourwillingnegs commibuselgsto wok for peacep expess
ourdesefordialoguandfraternalove.. to bepilgrimefpeace theland wheethe
life givenforusonCahary hasmadeheannouncemaitheangelg@aceo all men
of good will possibleO.

- Themedingin Cdogne has askad far a dego commitmant framall CA yauth; fram thoee
whowerein Cdogneaswal asfram thosewho remeined at hame and fram thesewhamwe
med. Our commitment isto pray far peace and unity; to g8 to know each ather bdter by
edangng our progammes our resuress and aur calendars o adtivities and by preparing
aur pilgimegetotheHdy Land tagther with theyauthsd Hdy Land.

Goodoye to Jrusalem, dear CA yauth in the whde warld, pilgims of peace and
unity!

Rome, 28! October 2005



PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES IN PREPARATION FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I October2005- The ideaof an internationalpilgrimagefor CA youth to
the Holy Landon the occasiorof the World Day of PeacelstJanuay 2007 was
presengd to the Patriacch Michel Sabbahwho encourgedthis initiative and
entruged it o H.E. MsgrMarcuzzo, Vicaof Israel.

' June 2006 - Preparatory vist. Oana Tuduce and Maria Graza Tibadi
esgablishedcontactwith the Holy Land and garted discussinghe progamme
andotherlogigic aspectdt wasdecidedhat all pilgrimsshouldmed in Rome
so that fom thee they could tavel o the Holy Land as oneayp.

' Sepiember2006- The IFCA Secetariatmet in Romein the beginningof
Sepember It decidedto pogpone the pilgrimageto the 1st Januay 2008 in
order b have time 6r finding moe fnancial helpdr this initiatiwe.

' December 2006 - A preparatory programme to be followed throughout 2007
was proposed. Thiswas meant to help young people from the different countries
prepare themsavesfor the pilgrimage.

! March 2007 - On the occasion of the solemnity of the Annunciation,
H.E. MsgrMarcuzzo sent atter o the pung QA pilgrims:

Dear young friends,

(E) Thefeastof the Annunciationis the feastof the Incarnation. God became
man. He became my brother. He became the OEmanuelGur new creation. The
Incarnation signifiesthe new beginning, the new testament,the new kingdom of
God, the new man, a new page in history, a new humanity. In itself, the mystery
of the Incarnation is a mystery of novelty. As young and adult members of
International Catholic Action, as membersof the Church, we are called to coope-
rate in the constructionof this new world and to form within us this new man and
possiblyevenin others.On this great solemnity,| would like to invite you to look
towards Nazareth and to contemplateabout Mary, the new man par excellence
After JesusChrist, she s definitely the first born of this new humanity and of the
new world. By contemplatingMary we can discoverthe characteristicsof the new
man, that is, the characteristics of a Christian.

1 - Thefirst outstanding characteristicin Mary of Nazareth and therefore of
the new man is her attitude to accept, her openness, her being able to say:
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(HinZni, here | amO.Mary made herselfavailable, with all her soul, her heartand
her whole selfto accept, not only the word of God but God himself,the Word of
God who becameman in her womb. Is this not the attitude which stemsfrom true
faith? It is the opennessto acceptothersand in this case God himself. The other
may be our neighbour and maybe the Osurprise-visits®hich our Lord pays us
during our lives. The Christian should basically be an open man.

2 - The second characteristic of Mary of Nazareth in the mystery of the

Incarnation, the second characteristicof the new man comesfrom the fact that
Mary lived in GodOgpresencethroughouther life. Sheopened herselfup to accept
God and lived entirely this presenceof God and treasuredit in her heart even
externally, in her daily life, in her work, in her involvement in social life. For

Mary, Jesuswas all her life. She lived with Jesus for Jesusand according to his

will: @ am the Lord® servantQ This is the second characteristic, which we too

need, if we want to cooperatein the building of society. It means, living accor-

ding to GodOgresencewhich we treasurein our heart through grace, in our per-

sonal life, in our family, at our places of work and in our public commitments.
Being Christiansmeansthat our way of living is coherentwith our belief in Jesus
and that we live for, with and according to Jesus.

3 - The third characterigtic of Mary of Nazareth was that she gave Jesus to others.
Mary opened herself up to receive him, lived according to his will and then gave
him to others. She went to EnKarem to announce him to her cousin Hizabeth and to
Bethlehem to give him to the world. She accompanied him all through his life and
was even among the aposties when the first Church was born. Qet it happen to me
as you have saidQ This new humanity and being Christians means that, following
Mary® example, we are Christ® witnesses: we give Jesus to others and we speak

about him with others. In other words this means being missionaries (E ).

+ Giacinto-Boulos Marcuzzo

Latin Patriarcal Vicar for Israel, Nazareth

' April 2007 - The Cugodian of the Holy Land, fr. PierBattiga Pizzaballa
wrote aletterto CA youth. In hisletter, he appealedor Otheiractive patticipa
tion in the Easer celebationsduring which, the faithful joyfully celebate the
Resurection of the LordO He alsourgedthemto ge involved in the Ocollec
tion for the Holy LandO.



Dear young people,

(E ) Our duty to sustain our Mother Church in Jerusalem has a long history
behind it. The Word of God, through the Acts of the Apostles speaks to us about the
disciplesGconcern for their brethren in Judaea (Acts 11,29-30) and about the great
generosity shown by the Corinthians, which Paul praises in his letter (1Cor 16,1-6).
Later, for many centuries, as from 1309, the Franciscans were the only protagonists,
in Catholic spheres, in the life of the Church in the Holy Land. When in need, they
Qurned to the rich and to those who were not so rich to ask for donationsO(Paul VI,
Nobis in animo): in this Holy Land, a land of conflicts, the inhabitants are badly in
need of that love which can only be expressed through charity. They need these
roped friars, as they call them, who, following God@ calling have established them-
selves there even risking martyrdom. They look after those infected with plague, build
houses and churches and educate the young. They also treasure ancient ruins and in
them they try to find traces of a Man, who, they know, was the Messiah.

They show a deep love for the Country and the People as these go hand in hand.
They are the mediators between these two realities. holy places and Christian presen-
ce. In this country, which is so particular, they keep the profile and the universal
vocation of the Church and of the Holy places alive. These are undoubtedly a rich
patrimony for all. It is due to the faithful custody of these sons of &. Francis, that pil-
grims, from all corners of the world, can discover the roots of their faith and of their
Church. With great generosity and sacrifice, they have done this for seven centuries.

In this ecumenical land the Custody has learned to share the place with others and
to communicate with brethren from the other Churches. Together with them it has
shown hogpitality to pilgrims who visit the places where our Lord Jesus Christ was
born, died and wasrisen.

In this land where dialogue with ISam prevails, the Custody has built schools,
hospitals and social centres which are open to all.

There is also dialogue with Hebrewism through initiatives on cultural and
archaeological level.

It is a land of political and religious conflicts which have gone on for years and
which have torn the lives of these two peoples.

TheFriarsare here:in thisland where the fact of being a Christianis not taken
for granted. In spite of everything, being presentin thisland, in the name of the
Church,and living in the placeswhich have witnessedthe story of the Revelation,
remains their principal vocation (E).

{. Pier Battista Pizzaballa
Custodian of Holy Land
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' June2007 - FinancialSuppot: Associaziondelle FondazionidelleCasse
di RisparmioPiemonesi,FondazioneBancaSanPaolodi BresciaFondazione
Bancodi SadegnaFondazioneCariplo,andfor the World Day of Peace2008

FondazionéVionte dei Pasti di Siena- theseFinancialAssociationappioved

the projects whi were pesentd and pomised ihancial suppdr

' July 2007 - Closng date for applications. With the help of H.E. Msy.
Marcuzzo, procedures were darted for the gpplication for visasfor about 45 parti-
dpants Therequired formswere sent to the Minigry for Internd Affarsin Isradl.

' November 2007 - Second preparatory vist to the Holy Land. Meetings
were heldin Bethlehem,Jerusalerand Nazaeth with localpeoplein orderto
organize the pilgrimage armgdlan the accomodation of the pilgrims.

' December2007 - Finalizationof progamme,guidelinego help pilgrims
prepae themselgsfor pilgrimagemeding with journaligs to egablishways of
communicating.

I Presgeleas@8 December2007 - The day whenthe Pilgrimshadto leave
Rome.

PILGRIMAGE TO HoLy LAND
28 December 2007 - 6 January 2008
Pilgrims of peace and unity

150 young Catholic Action members coming from 27 different countries will be
visiting the Holy Land between the 29t December and the 6t January. They will be
leaving Rome together and on their return they will participate in the Eucharistic
Celebration presided over by the Holy Father on the solemnity of the Epiphany.

These young people represent so many other young people and their Christian
Communities spread all over the world. They will be meeting youths from Christian
Communities in the Holy Land who represent the different realities in Palestine and
Israel (Bethlehem, Ramallah, Taybeh, Nazareth and Haifa). These will be joining the
group throughout the pilgrimage. The aim behind this initiative is to foster friendship
and to encourage exchanges among young people. The visitors will be sharing the
daily life of the people in the Holy Land as well as visit holy places. They will be mee-
ting the Patriarch, the Custodian, and the Nuncio as well as parish priedts. For thisto
be truly an intense spiritual and ecclesial experience there will also be time for prayer
and for charitable work, especially in Bethlehem and Nazareth.



In an address, given in the name of the Holy Father,addressedspecificallyto
theseyoung people, Cardinal TarcisioBertonerecallsthe pilgrimage which took
place 40 yearsago. During this pilgrimage, the Italian Catholic Action youth, sent
by PaulVl, lit a lamp of peacein Bethlehemon the occasionof the 1Stworld day
of peace - precisely during these same daysO (E).

Justlike His Venerable Predecessor(rhe Holy Father- saysthe Secretaryof
State- entrustsyou with the 2008 World Day of PeaceMessageso that you may
passit on to the young Christiansin the Holy Land. He remembersyou daily in
His prayers and asksOur Lady and Saint Josephto protectyou. He prays that,
with GodOdhelp, you may be able to find ways of building bridges of fraternity
and solidarity and to ensurethat this bond of friendship does not stop here so
that thosewho live in the Holy Landdo not feel abandoned but feel that they are
full members of the big family of the universal ChurchO

Theclimax of the pilgrimage will be reachedwith the celebrationof the World
Day of Peaceon the 1St Januaryin Jerusalemgity of peace, motherof all nations,
the place where the roots of the human family as a communityof peace may be
traced. The message of Pope Benedict XVI for the 2008 World Day of Peace
urgesyoung people to make seriousreflectionson the family and on the correla-
tion between the family and the human family.

During the Eucharigtic Celebration of the 1%t January, the Patriach Michel Sabbah
will give a lamp, shaped like a dove made by local artisans, to a youth from every
country so that the young people present may - in the places where they live - be
Grue friends of peace (...) for the exaltation of this primary good, which is Peace, in
the varied concert of modern humanityQ(Paolo VI 1%t January 1968).

! PROGRAMME OF PILGRIMAGE

Friday 28 December
Depature fom Rome ly night b Tel Aviv

Satuday 29 December
Arrival at Béhlehem - Catholic ¢tion Béhlehem (@\B)

WELCoME by Béhlehem uth
Ore 10,30 -2,30 Cultural Cente CAB

o
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17,30

Prayer

H.E. MsgrDomenico $aLini, ICA Geneal Assigant
Presenation of the Pilgrimage

Oana Tupuck, in chamge of IF@ Youth Coodination

Addresses

f. Samuel HBis ofm, Priesof Saint Catherine parish
Victor Basoun, CAB Pesident

Presendtion of paticipants ly county

Interventions

Prof. Jacgeline $eir Talk about the socio-political and
cultural realities

Daniel ArTINGER biblical itineary

and Guidesd theHoly Places

Early afernoon Msit o THE HoLy PLACES
Nativity Gitto, the ShepheisO FieldE

Holy Mass Carés Bap Hospitl
H.E. MsgrAntonio FRanco, Apogolic Nuncio in Iseel
Apogolic Delega r Jerusalem andilesine

Meding with the Nins, visit® the Hospiél

Sundy 30 December

Bethlehem
7,30

Jerusalem
10,00

11,00

14,30 D 5,00

Prayer
Daniel ArTINGER biblical itineary (1)

Meding with f. Pierbatti® RzzABALLA
Cugodian of the Holy Land

Holy Mass, parish of Our 8aur
Meding with the parishguth

HoLy PLaces ErRUsaLEM/1 Holy Sepulbre

Return to Beahlehem

Mestingsin Bethlehem - experiences of charity and spiritudity
After supperdgeher

MEEeTING with tegimonies fom Behlehem



Monday 3L December

Bethlehem
7,30 Praer and biblical itineary (2)
Jerusalem
9,30 Meding with H.B. Midel S\8BAH Patriaich of Jerusalem
Jerusalem/2 HLy PLACES
17,00 Holy Mass in the parish of. £atherine, Balehem
with the singing of theElDeum
CELEBRATION - music, dancing, singing, peace games
Partidpation in the New YearGCdebraionsa the CAB Centre
Tuesdy 1 Januay 2008
THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE
9,00 Jerusalem
10,00 Holy Mass Y the Latin Btriaich - H.B. Mitiel S\eBAH
Jerusalem/3 HLy PLACES
17,30 8,00 Return to Behlehem
After supperdgéher
MEeEeTING. CA Youth witnesses of unity and peace
in the different realities of the orld
Coordinator Vincenzo BL.omo DFidei donutay youth
in Bethlehem fom the diocese of Maaadel \allo
Wednesdg 2 Januay
From Behlehem b Nazagth
7,30 Prayers and biblical itineary (3)
I TINERARY
Ain Karen, Desdr
Jerico Holy Mass witloyth and the parish community
16,30 Arrival in NAZARETH

WELcomE at SantOAnnio

(Latin Fanciscan &ish Cente in Nazaeth)

H.E. Mgy. Marcuzzo, f. Amjad SaeeARA and Parish Priegsof
the different ritesfrom Nazareth and from neighbouring villages
as vell as memberof Yuth Associations

=
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Depature o different parishes nearddaeth
supper withdmilies and lodging

Thursdy 3 Januay
Nazagth
8,30 Centre of SantOAgmio

Prayers and biblical itineary (4)
10,00 b 8,00  Visit to Nazaeth and poposal of itinesries
guided ly Behlehemyoung peopleand Guides
16,30 Rendezous in the burchyard
17,00 Holy Mass in the Basilica of the Annunciation

with H.E. MsgrGiacinb-Boulos Mrcuzzo
Auxiliary Bishopdr Israel

Meding in the Auditorium of the Basilica
Exchange of experiencesby youth from the different countries

Friday 4 Januay

Nazaeth

8,00 Centre SantOAonio
9.30 Crossing of Lak Tiberias
11,00 Capernaum Holy Mass

Mount of the Beatitudes -gyers and biblical itinary (5)
Walk to Tabgha: &erOs Primacy
Multiplication of bead P Living \ater
17,00 to NazareTHCentre SantOAmiio
Meding with yuth in Nazaeth and arewell
Depature towards parishes andrilies
Meding with Rarish goups - Supper

Satuday 5 Januay
8,00 Centre SantOAoiio
Mount Tabor
Haifa Mount Carmel
15.30 Evening Holy Mass of the Epiphan
In the Latin Rrish of Haid, with the parishouth
Final Farenell
Leare or Tel Aviv Airport



| count on youE

Yes, dear young people: what you wish to be in the future is also what
the Church wants since there is in her an interior force which, as the
Apostle Paul says, leads her “towards the perfect Man, full mature with
the fullness of Christ himself” (Ep 4,13).

If you are the bearers and builders of a Church more and more stron-
gly united with the Lord and more and more flexible to be close to man,
you should then not only be aware of this, but above all you should be
reqdy to direct your commitment generous|y towards this goo|. You
should carry out this mission in the heart of the world together, so that
you will be able to meet the man of our times and present to him the Lord
of all times. Your young age already helps already to understand the
distortions and emptiness brought about by today’s consumerist society.
Do not react to this by trying to undertake projects inspired by ideologies
which annihilate the individual into the mass.

We appeal to your youthful fantasy, inspired by the Gospel, to free man
from these dangers and are fully aware that the Gospel announced in all its
totality, is by itself the promoter of the human cause: on condition that, if
the Gospel is for man, we Christians should be all for the Gospel.

Paul VI totheltalian Cathdic Adion Youth - 16 Oadbe 1976

You should work for peace even in international spheres. Besides plan-
ning and coordinating individual, communitarian and collective initiatives,
as young people, you have a very special contribution which you can give.

... You can be the builders of international peace if you make full use
of the means which you have at your disposal and some possibilities are
exclusively restricted to young people.

... The Pope is with you as you trudge along the way towards peace!

... Peace be with you, dear young people, protagonists of history’s
future and builders of the new world!

... May you be the zealous messengers and the enthusiastic bearers of
this special gift: peace. It is a very precious but also a very fragile treasu-
re rooted in our hearts and entrusted in our hands by God!

John Paul Il to the Italian Catholic Action-Yaohtay 1982

[EEN
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The benefits of meetings and exchanges

... | know that twinnings have been established between Catholic
Action youth of a particular diocese with those of another as well as with
youth in a particular parish in Rome.

This is a scheme which | strongly encourage. This experience offers you
a deep and joyful experience of unity as it brings you all together, simul-
taneously and in all directions, within the Church.

... You bring out the bond that exists between the Church of Rome and
all the Churches spread all over Italy and in other parts of the world.

... With your lively faith, you testify that the mystery of the Church,
“one, holy, catholic and apostolic”, is present in every particular Church
in the world (cf. Lumen Gentium26).

This is evidenced in the different experiences which you carry with you and
which express the catholicity of the Church. It should however be clear to us all that
within this catholicity, “ each individual part contributes, through its special gifts, to
the good of the other parts and of the whole Church” (Lumen Gentium, 13).

John Paul II to the Italian Catholic Action youth - 24 September 1988

World Y outh Day
15-20 July 2008
Sydney, Australia

"You will receive power when

the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses "
(Acts 1.8)
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